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Artist 
chronicles 
her life ~ ~ i n  
new book
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low33 
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Another blow for Jindal 

Brendicianna Turner looks at Donavan in 
the neonatal intensive care unit at LSU 
Health. Surgeons performed a rare sur-
gery to save the infant at birth. DOUGLAs 
COLLIER/THE TIMES 

Rare surgery 
saves baby 
during birth 

Judge rules governor's teacher tenure reform unconstitutional 
By Mary Nash-Wood 
mwood@shreveporttimes.com 
and Melinda Deslatte 

Associated Press 
In another blow to Gov. Bob-

by Jindal's education reform 
package, a Baton Rouge judge 
ruled Monday his legislation 
revamping teacher tenure un-
constitutional. 

District Judge Michael 

Caldwell said the law, which 
makes it more difficult for 
teachers to gain tenure and 
changed how they are paid, 
was unconstitutional because 
it covered more than one sub-
ject. Louisiana's Constitution 
requires that bills - which if 
approved by the Legislature 
and signed by the Governor 
become law - only contain 

INSIDE one subject, 
such as ten-
ure. 

Judge's ruling 
could be used to 
argue another 
case. 12A 

Jindal's ed-
ucation re-
form con-

tained a multitude of subjects, 
such as rules for superinten-
dent contracts, school board 
powers and school vouchers, 
packed into three bills. The 

bills were signed into law in 
April. 

In his reasoning for the deci-
sion, Caldwell said he misread 
part of the law when he made 
a December ruling allowing 
Jindal's changes to teacher 
tenure to stand. 

The ruling is the latest set-

See JINDAL, Page 12 
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Bertha Harris with her artwork. Harris tells the story of her childhood at Beene Plantation through her art and her autobiography, 
"The Courage to Rise Again." 

The courage to 
Book chronicles 
journey through 

artist's life 
Story and photos 

by Henrietta Wildsmith 
hwildsmith@gannett.com 

A rtist Bertha Harris tells 
stories. And she has been 
telling them with paint 
for years. Last year, she 

put words to her art when she 
wrote her autobiography, "The 
Courage to Rise Again." 

Beginning with, "My motiva-
tion to write this book stems from 
first-hand experiences of hor-
rors that the strong can inflict on 
the weak" and ending with "Rise, 
woman. Rise like you have the 
wings of an eagle," the book is an 
intimate account of her life grow-
ing up in north Louisiana. 

Now in her 70s, Harris has writ-
ten about a time few remem-
ber. Her earliest memories are 
happy ones from Cooper Hill in 
north Louisiana. Her family then 
moved to Beene Plantation in 
north Bossier. The plantation was 

See HARRIS, Page 3 
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Harris 
Continued from Page 1 
a thriving farm where 
many people worked and 
lived. 

The Beene plantation 
is the subject of sever-
al of Harris' paintings. 
From picking cotton to the 
school she attended, her 
paintings depict both the 
good and the bad aspects 
of life on the plantation. 

"By six o'clock in the 
morning they were ready 
to go to the fields," Har-
ris recalls in her book. "It 
would be late evenings be-
fore they returned home." 

Her current painting 
is of the grocery store on 
the plantation. The gro-
cery store offered supplies 
people needed, but also 
could be a source of con-
tention because the money 
was taken out of their pay-
checks. 

"Once a month we go 
down there and get grocer-
ies. By the end of the year 
we would get our checks 
and we would still owe; 
we were always in debt. It 
was modern day slavery 
to me," Harris said. "As I 
look bacK on it, we were in 
bondage." 

Bertha Harris' paintings depict life on the Beene Plantation. HENRIETTA WILDSMITHfTHE TIMES 

The book takes you on 
a journey through Harris' 
life. Surviving an abusive 
relationship and later sex-
ual harassment at work, 
Harris said, "I learn not 
to dwell on past hurts and 
disappointments that hap-
pen in my life; it can't be 
changed, undone or forgot-
ten. Take it as a lesson and 
walk in forgiveness." 

Ballet 
Continued from Page 1 

Each Monday since Jan-
uary (with the exception 
of Presidents Day), stu-
dents have worked along-
side members of the ballet 
crafting their dance moves. 
The 13 students (12 girls 
and one boy) from third to 
fourth grade will perform 
as flowers, butterflies and 
bunnies in the adaptation of 
Frances Hodgson Burnett's 
"Secret Garden." 

"The bunnies will prob-
ably steal the show," said 
VOA LightHouse program 
director Wendy Garcia. 

Harris' faith is strong 
and for guidance in life, 
she focuses on Philippians 
3:13: "Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehend-
ed: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things 
which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those 
things which are before." 

It was her faith that led 
her to painting. 

"I asked God to help me 
see and appreciate my 
unique skills that only I 

had," she said. "One day 
while sitting at my kitchen 
table doodling around on 
some paper adding up my 
bills, I looked down and I 
had penciled a drawing of 
a little man that reminded 
me of my grandpa." 

Harris said a light came 
on in her head and she 
heard a voice that was so 
loud, she thought it was 
her husband, Alee, talking 
to her. 

Jordan Meiki, of Shreveport Metropolitan Ballet, dem-
onstrates the warm-up routine for students during the 
"Chance tO Dance" program. SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

"They get to wiggle their 
tails." 

Garcia said she jumped 
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on the chance to partner 
with SMB to provide this 
outreach because she knew 

QUARTET IPG-tll 
MAGGIE SMI1H, MICHAEL GAMBON, 
BILLY CONNOLLY 

"The voice ju.st kept say-
ing to me, 'your family his-
tory needs to be told in 
painting,"' she said. 

Painting, Harris said, 
helps her forget "the trou-
bles of the world." 

And, she finds the words 
to her paintings in her 
book. 

"I wrote the .book to heal, 
and maybe help someone 
else with their struggles," 
she said. 

how important it was to 
give students a chance to 
learn performing arts. 

"Any time we can part-
ner with outside agencies 
to bring in good enrich-
ments I always jump on 
those opportunities," she 
said. 

"We're giving (students) 
an opportunity to grow and 
experience new things. It 
comes together really nice-
ly." 

The performance will 
also be shown earlier in the 
day to Caddo and Bossier 
Parish students at River-
View Theater. This is the 
third production of SMB's 
2012-13 season. 




